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BIOHAZARDOUS MEDICAL WASTE AND DISCARDED DRUG RULE UPDATES

FACT SHEET

Overview
The Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
(ADEQ) strives to protect and enhance public health and 
the environment. As part of that mission, the ADEQ has 
adopted changes to 18 AAC 13, Article 14 - Biohazardous 
Medical Waste (BMW) and Discarded Drugs rules within 
the Solid Waste area. The ADEQ, through consultation with 
various stakeholder groups, made amendments to current 
rules in an effort to improve clarity, bring the standards up 
to date, address stakeholder concerns, correct references 
and citations, and ensure adequate protection of human 
health and the environment. This fact sheet is provided to 
give an overview of the changes to 18 AAC 13, Article 14 
(effective January 4, 2022), and the potential economic, 
small business, and consumer impacts of these rule 
changes.

Background
Arizona’s BMW rules were first promulgated in 1999 
after more than six years of stakeholder feedback 
and modifications. BMW generators and transporters 
communicated to ADEQ over the years that updates 
were necessary to make the process of handling and 
transporting BMW more clear and protective of human 
health and the environment. The COVID-19 epidemic 
further highlighted the need to make these changes. 
Technical changes were also made to fulfill a commitment 
to the Governor’s Regulatory Review Council.

Legal Authority and Affected Statutes
ADEQ has changed, adopted, or 
repealed rules from the Administrative 
Code, Title 18, Chapter 13, Article 
14, Sections 1 through 20. ADEQ has 
statutory authority to promulgate 
these rules under A.R.S. §§ 41-1003, 
49-104, and 49-761(D). A full copy of 
the 18 AAC 13, Article 14 can be found 
here: apps.azsos.gov/public_services/Title_18/18-13.pdf or 
can be accessed by scanning the QR code to the right with 
a smart phone.

Persons Affected
These rule changes will affect County
agencies (acting as regulatory authorities per delegation 
agreements), Exempt businesses, Licensed BMW 
transporters, regulated small businesses, and community 
members living near transporter’s places of business 
(residential areas).

For translations or other communications aids, please email the Title VI Coordinator, Leonard Drago, at 
Drago.Leonard@azdeq.gov or call 602-771-2288.

Para traducciones u otras ayudas de comunicación, envíe un correo electrónico al Coordinador del Título VI, Leonard Drago, 
a Drago.Leonard@azdeq.gov o llame al 602-771-2288.

For More Information:
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality
Solid Waste Unit

1110 W. Washington St.
Phoenix, AZ 85007
Mail Code: 5415A-1

602-771-4123
SolidWaste@azdeq.gov

https://apps.azsos.gov/public_services/Title_18/18-13.pdf
https://apps.azsos.gov/public_services/register/2021/49/contents.pdf#page=26
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Economic, Small Business, and Consumer Impact
In the development of the Biohazardous Medical Waste (BMW) rule changes, the ADEQ considered the economic, small-
business, and consumer impacts of any rule change for the following topics: BMW Transport, Transporter Registration, 
Drug Sewering, US DOT Integration, and Mail-back Record Retention. Cost Savings, Conduct & Frequency, and Estimated 
Changes were assessed for each topic.

BMW Transport: 
Changes to Biohazardous Medical Waste Transport grant 
additional unrefrigerated holding time for BMW and 
permit carrying multiple US Department of Transportation 
(DOT)- compatible containers. These changes 
allow transporters to carry larger amounts of waste 
unrefrigerated to maximize collection space, minimize 
inefficiency, improve customer relationships by collecting 
waste at one convenient time, and consolidate multiple 
trips.

Transporter Registration: 
Changes to BMW Transporter Registration and hygiene 
standards were adopted to eliminate loopholes, 
eliminate confusion and frustration, allow for even and 
fair application of the requirements, and avoid counting 
the number of consecutive days, which can be an 
administrative burden and an additional expense for 
businesses.

Cost-Savings
Arizona Biohazardous Medical Waste (BMW) 
Transporters reported average estimated savings 
of $1872.31 per month for each transport vehicle 
due to changes in unrefrigerated storage times for 
BMW, and allowing DOT-compatible wastes to be 
transported in the same vehicle as BMW. *

Estimated Change
The changes mirrored USDOT requirements in the 
ADEQ rules, eliminating the additional administra-
tive time and confusion required to comply with 
two different requirements. Arizona transporters 
reported that the rule changes would save be-
tween 1.23 and 6.46 hours of administrative time 
per month. *

Conduct & Frequency
Previously, transporters were only subject to 
management and hygiene standards for a vehicle 
that was used to transport BMW for more than 
30 consecutive days. However, some businesses 
exploited that loophole by rotating vehicles every 
29 days and avoiding regulation that was intended 
to apply to BMW transporters in order to protect 
human health and the environment. ADEQ rule 
changes have closed that loophole and eliminated 
the frustration and confusion. *

Drug Sewering Ban: 
ADEQ adopted additional restrictions on disposal of 
non-hazardous waste pharmaceuticals to better align 
with Hazardous Waste (HW) Pharmaceutical rule changes 
(effective November 3, 2020) that prohibit disposing of 
such substances in sewers. The modifications, which align 
with EPA recommendations for non-HW pharmaceuticals 
and stakeholder requests, streamline disposal and 
eliminate sorting and training time needed for the 
different types of pharmaceuticals.

US Department of Transportation Integration: 
The ADEQ sought better integration with the US DOT, 
reducing the burden that required transporters to comply 
with overlapping regulations for BMW from both USDOT 
and ADEQ, thus improving cost- and time-savings for 
businesses.

Mail-back Records Retention: 
The ADEQ adopted rule changes for medical sharps mail-
back programs to provide clear retention schedules, and 
clarify document retention requirements already in place 
by the United States Postal Services (USPS).

*Arizona Administrative Registrar (AAR), Notice of Final 
Rulemaking (NFR), Vol. 27, Issue 49, pg. 2801. Published by 
the Arizona Secretary of State, December 3, 2021
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